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A Two Hundred Thousand Dollar Leak. 


There is an old proverb, and a very true one, 
which says that ‘‘a small leak will sink a large 
ship.” Ata time when National expenditures 
are required, on a scale of fearful magnitude, to 
be met in part by duties on imports, and excise 
on manufactures, both of which ultimately come 
out of the consumer, it behooves us all to look 
about us and inquire, wherein can we save? In 
what can we economize? In what department 
of domestic economy can we do better? In which 
of our domestic manufactures can we improve? 

These inquiries open a wide field of *‘retrench- 
ment and refurm,’’ and subjects and topics inti- 
mately connected with them come crowding up 
for investigation. One at a time is a good rule, 
and so for the present occasion, we take up the 
subject of the Maine dairies, and ask what do we 
do, and wherein can we do better in this business 
in Maine? Weare prompted to this from the 
perusal of the Report of the Secretary of our 
Board of Agriculture, recently issued. 

The Board, at their session of 1861, by a re- 
solve, directed Mr. Goodale, the Secretary, ‘‘to 
inquire into the capabilities of Maine,’’ (in re- 
spect to dairy products,) to investigate the prin- 
ciples involved in, and the best methods of manu- 
facturing those products, particularly cheese, and 





to present the results obtained in his next Annu-| 


al Report. 

In compliance with these instructions, Mr. 
Goodale entered into the investigation with a 
right hearty zeal, and the results are embodied 
in the report above named, which we consider, 


without any disparagement to his former reports, | 


at least one of the best he has made. At any 
rate it ‘*bits more cases,’’ if we may so speak, or 
in other words, is of more general utility, because 
it comes within the scope and business of a great- 
er number of individuals than most of his others. 
Every one likes good butter and cheese. They 
are reckoned, especially butter, among the abso- 
lute necessaries of life. Every farmer makes 


make a dozen cheeses in a year, it would be hard- 
ly worth while to bother about the science of mak- 
ing cheese. What I make gets ate up, and that 
is all that is done to the best.’””? Indeed my dear 
dairy maid! don’t let the milk of your good na- 
ture get curdled by the rennet of indifference. 
The science that will make good cheese in a large 
dairy, will make as good cheese in a small one. 
The skill that will make a good cheese of a hun- 
dred pounds weight, will make equally as good 
one of twenty pounds weight, and is equally as 
necessary in one as in the other. Hence we con- 
tend that this report is, in this point of view, as 
valuable to the person who has but one cow as to 
him who has a hundred, provided they are both 
equally destitute of the required skill and knowl- 
edge. We shall recur to this subject again. In 
the mean time, permit us to urge you to read the 
report with careful diligence, and prepare to do 
your part in stopping the two hundred thousand 
dollar leak, and save the money at home. 


The late Session of the Board of Agri- 
culture. 





The Board of Agriculture, at its recent session, 
accomplished a large amount of business, and 
probably no subjects of greater importance have 
heretofore or will hereafter come before the Board 
than those which formed topics for a part of their 
deliberations at this session. 

The first of these, in importance, was the sub- 
ject of Agricultural Education and the consider- 
ation of the National grant in behalf of Colleges 
for teaching agriculture and the industrial arts. 
This subject demanded and brought out the wis- 
dom of the Board, and in the formal and informal 
discussions upon the question, as well as in the 
able report of Dr. Weston, which was published 
last week, we get at the expression of opinion, 
not only of the Board itself, but of the Legisla- 
tive Agricultural Committees. That opinion is 
that the State should at once signify its accept- 
ance of the grant, leaving the details of the Col- 
lege, its location, erection of buildings, course of 
study, &c. to be decided hereafter—that it should 
be a separate and independent institution, as dis- 
tinct in character from any college now existing 
in the State as are branches of study to be pur- 
sued in each, and the objects for which pupils 
are to be educated at the two institutions—that 
in connecting it with any college or seminary at 








some of one or the other, or of both. Hence, 
anything pertaining to the business will interest 
almost everybody in the State. Mr. Goodale's 
first inquiries were in regard to the condition and 
amount of the dairy business in Maine ; and sec- 
ond, the practical operation and systems of some 
of the largest and best dairies in the United States. 
From data thus obtained he has drawn compari- 
sons, deductions and matter-of-fact instructions, 
which are clearly and succinctly detailed in the 
report, which should be in the hands of, and read 
by every farmer and dairymaid in the State. 

In regard to the production of butter, his con- 
clusions are that there is made in Maine, ‘‘nearly 
or quite sufficient for the wants of the inhabi- 
tants.”’ It is true, he says that ‘there is more or 
less butter annually brought into the State for 
consumption, but the amount is comparatively 
small, and at the same time, some which is made 
here is sold to go out.’’ 

But this cannot be said of cheese. Notwith- 
standing there are some excellent dairies in 
Maine, and almost every farmer makes some for 
home consumption, there is nevertheless a very 
large amount imported into the State annually. 
From such facts and statistics as the Secretary 
could obtain from dealers and consumers in dif- 
ferent parts of the State, he estimates that there 
are not less than ‘‘two millions of pounds, or a 
thousand tons’’ annually brought into Maine for 
our own consumption! This, at ten cents per 
pound makes $200,000 annually expended from 
our earnings, for this single article alone. Here 
is the leak which we referrred to, and it is one 
which we think is not necessary, and should there- 
fore be stopped. We do not mean to say that it 
is not necessary to have that amount of cheese, 
but that it is not necessary that we should im- 
port, and thereby enrich others by an article 
which we can make within our own borders 
equally as cheap and equally as good. Why do 
we not do it? Have we not as good cows? have 
we not as good pasturage? have we not as much 
cheese-making skill as those upon whom we are 
dependent for the ‘‘two millions of pounds of 
cheese’? which we import? Answers to these 
three latter questions convey the belief that it is 
our own fault that we do not do it, rather than 
in any natural obstruction. 

Ist. We have as good cows, or may have them 
if we wish. 

2d. In regard to the quality of our pastures 
compared with those in New York, Mr. Goodale 
observes in his report that those of Herkimer 
county, (where are some of the best dairies in the 
Union,) are in some respects superior to ours, 
owing to the decomposition of the rock forma- 
tion prevalent there, called Utica slate. The con- 
sequence is that they can maintain a given num- 
ber of cows ona less number of acres than we 
can. There is, however, an offset to this; those 
pastures cost much more than ours, so that by 
expending the same number of dollars here that a | 
dairy farmer must lay out for a farm there, a 
sufficient number of acres could be procured to 
keep ag many cows as he would there, though it 





present existing in the State, the purposes of the 
|grant would not be faithfully carried out, and 
| the original design of the act would be diverted— 
that as the literary institutions now existing are 


intended for one purpose of study and discipline, 


| and the proposed Industrial College intended for 


i widely distinct one, it would be unwise in pol- 
ily and unsatisfactory in practice to unite the 
two, and that the latter should be established 
upon its own basis, and having an independent 
character and standing of its own. It is useless 
for us to multiply words to present the claims of 
the Industrial University for Agricultural and 
Mechanical education, for the arguments have 
been well considered and presented to the Legis- 
lative Committee in such a light that they are 
already prepared to report in its favor. That 
such a school will be among the permanent 
features of our State institutions at no very dis- 
tant day, we have the firmest confidence to be- 
lieve. , 

The awarding of premiums at the annual fairs 
of our Agricultural Societies, was another subject 
of great importance. No ong who has watched 
the manner in which premiums have been award- 
ed at these Fairs, can have failed to see the in- 
consistency with which they are too often award- 
ed. ‘To award enormous premiums for fast horses 
and ladies’ equestrian feats, and offer premiums for 
farm improvements, the growing of crops or ex- 
periments with certain crops or manures, so small 
that they would not compensate one-quarter part 
the expense incurred in trying them, is not only 
incongruous but absurd. And the premiums of- 
fered and paid by many of our societies for grain 
and root crops, shows the same injudicious and 
unwise policy. No arguments could present this 
in such strong light as the figures presented in Mr. 
Goodale’s remarks, elsewhere published. It seems, 
therefore, a wise provision of the Legislature, 
that the law in this matter was somewhat modi- 
fied last winter, and the present Board in voting 
that one-fourth of the State bounty to Agricul- 
tural Societies, shall be awarded for grain and 
root crops, or experiments in growing the best 
crops at least expense, have taken a step, which 
will, we believe, lead to a more judicious expend- 
iture of money for premiums, be a means of stim- 
ulating the growing of food producing crops, and 
ultimately bring about a much need reform in the 
matter of awarding premiums. 

The consideration of sheep husbandry elicited 
no new facts, but it resulted in exposing the fal- 
lacy of the half-dog-law passed by the Legisla- 
ture last winter, and will probably lead toa more 
complete and vigorous law for the protection of 
this branch of husbandry. 

The discussions upon Fruit Culture and Dairy 
Products brought out a large amount of practical 
knowledge in regard to the culture of fruits in 
various parts of our State ; and while it revealed 
the facts that Maine butter has but a passable 
reputation—and hardly that—in other markets, 
and that the best cheese in our State is imported, 
it also showed, from actual specimens that Maine 
can produce good cheese, and butter too,—and 











would require a greater number of acres. 

3d. Have we the cheese-making skill? Here, 
as a general thing, we are at fault. Asa gener- 
al thing, we have not that skill. We do not de- 
ny that we have some as good dairies as can be 
found in any other State; but it is not a general 
thing among us. We haven’t the systematic 
knowledge nor the chemical or cheeseological 
knowledge. And here comes in the great value 
of the Secretary’s report. It isa good compen- 
dium—an excellent manual for the dairy opera- 
tive. For this, we recommend it, and we have 
no doubt, that if it be faithfully perused and its 
directions carefully followed, we should soon 
have as skillful cheese-makers in Maine through- 
out all our dairies, small and great, as in an 
part of the world. What is to hinder? With 
good cows, good Pasturage and good milk what 
more 18 required but exact knowledge and suita- 
ble fixtures or apparatus with which to operate ? 
In this way, and in this way alone, can “. an 
al drain of two hundred thousand dollars as 
stopped. 

But Perhaps some honest farmer or dairy wo- 
man will say: ‘*O yes, this is all very well for 
your large dairy folks, but for me, who don’t 


will be a means of calling a more deserved atten- 
tion to the productions of our dairies, and of 
placing many parts of our State in the same cat- 
egory with Herkimer County, N. Y., and Litch- 
field County, Conn., in regard to its butter and 
cheese. 

Some other important topics were also present- 
ed and discussed, a summary and review of which 
must be deferred until our next. 





Specimens of Wool. 


The specimens of wool from the flocks of San- 
born Dinsmore Esq., and Rufus Bixby, of Nor- 
ridgewock, sent us for presentation at the Board 
of Agriculture, were received at too late a day for 
that purpose. We shall see, however, that they 
are properly placed in the Cabinet of the Board 
as requested. They include samples from the full 
blood Spanish Merino bucks and ewes in the above 
named gentlemen’s flocks, and are certainly beau- 
tiful specimens. Mr. Bixby says his buck ‘‘Green 
Mountain Boy,” two years old next spring, will 
shear 18 lbs ; but Mr. Dinsmore, with more cau- 
tion, prefers to wait until his are sheared before 
he estimates them. We hope he will then be 
able to show as large a fleece as his neighbor. 





Communications. 


Maine Board of Agriculture. 











For the Maine Farmer. 
Letter from Aroostook. 


Messrs. Epirors :—Knowing you like to hear 
from your subscribers in their peregrinations, and 
as it isastormy day, I thought | would drop 
you a Jine or two, telling you what [ have seen 
and am seeing in Arovstook. I see every farmer 
here is getting and keeping large flocks of great 
sheep. Isawa flock yesterday, two years old 
last spring, that sheared seven pounds to the an- 
imal in May, and the man expects to get nine 

ounds to each one this next spring. This is 
arge talk, but when I saw them, I did not doubt 
it. They are of the South Down and Cotswold 
breed, and the meat will dress off one hundred 
unds each if killed to-day. I think from what 
am seeing, that this Aroostook beats the world 
for sheep. This man, who has the above sheep, 
says he gives each one a quart of turnips per 
day through the winter, and that he feeds about 
five months only. Speaking of turnips, he says 
he raised two hundred and fifty bushels per acre, 
and they weighed from eight to fourteen anda 
half pounds each. I do know from what I have 
seen, that they grow the largest here of any I 
ever saw, and the yield must be enormous from 
the size of those I saw. 

I find they raise fine wheat here. I am eating 
bread made from home raised wheat, equal to the 
best southern flour, and it was the product of the 
year before, (un potato ground, and yielded four- 
teen bushels to the acre, without any extra pains 
or manure. I sawa mana few days since who 
raised a crop of flax. He says he sowed one and 
a half bushels of seed on one acre of old mowing 


sidered a large crop, and that it is a paying crop ; 
in fact he thought the seed would pay him well. 
But no doubt the seed and fibre will be a very 
profitable crop indeed. I find others are intend- 
ing to try it largely nextspring. It will do well 
here, for I find most every thing does, and ac- 
cording to their talk, the people here do not take 
half the pains to get crops we do in our sectiun. 
I verily believe that with the same trouble and 
pains we take, they can beat us two to one; but 
they say they are getting to look more at farm- 
ing and less to dumbering, and consequently are 
beginning to look at things in a better light. If 
this is so, ten years will see Aroostook actually 
the ‘‘gargen of Maine.”’ 

[came in by the way of Patten and Ashland, 
but I do not like the country on that said of the 
county. It is hilly and rough, and does not look 
so thrifty by any means, and the roads are not so 
good, but will become better by and by. This 
must be a fine place for traders, as I see they sell 
goods high and pay low for shingles, such as are 
quoted in Portland and Boston papers at $3.75 


L asked one how much it cost to get them to mar- 
ket—he replied, by the way of the St. John river, 
sixty-two to seventy-five cents. Add that to the 
net cost, say about $1.50, and see who makes 
money. By the way, the cedar here is the best 
\L ever saw. No wonder Aroostook shingles 
stands Al in Boston ; and the material is inex- 
| haustible, enough to shingle all the world’s build- 
ings for ever. 

see by the Aroostook Pioneer that the well 
known Hiram Hall farm is advertised for sale in 
Lyndon, said to have the largest and best barn in 
the State on it. I shall go over and see it before 
I return, and also stop at Caribou, which 18 said 
to be a smart village. Iam so pleased with the 
country, I shall try to dispose of my property in 
Oxford county, and move down here next spring 
if nothing happens. If I get another stormy 
day before [ return, you may hear from me again. 

Yours, A Supscriper. 

Presque Isle, Jan. 14, 1863. 
Gieannecenintnatiiitiien 


For the Maine Farmer. 


Meteorological for Christmas 1862-3. 


I find there are yet many persons who enter- 
tain the erroneous idea that the weather of the 
twelve days of Christmas ‘‘governs’’ or ‘‘rules’’ 
the weather of the corresponding months of the 
succeeding year. 
others, 1 copy the following brief abstract from 





the twelve days : 

Ist. Dec. 25, 1862. A. M., overcast. Slight 
falling of hail from noon till 1 P.M. P.M. 
fair ; white frost in night. 
dav 21°: prevailing wind, N. E. 

2d. Overcast ; snow melted. Began snowing 
at 6 P. M.; one inch snow fell; turned to rain 
in night, with a slight fall. Daily mean temper- 
ature 35° ; wind N., light. 

3d. Overcast, misty,damp. Mean, 32°; wind 
N. E., light. 

4th. Fair; warmer; partly overcast ; mean, 
30° ; wind N. E., light. 

5th. Fair; partly cloudy ; few flakes of snow 
at8 A.M. Mean 33°; wind W., fresh. 

6th. Fair; few clouds; cooler; wheeling. 
Mean, 28°; wind N., fresh. ‘ 

7th. Fair; overcast most of day; cold. Mean 
11° ; wind N., strong. 

8th. Jan. 1, 1863. Splendid; clear; cold. 
Mean, 15° ; wind N., light. 

9th. Splendid ; clear, cool, almost calm. Mean, 
26°; wind N. 

10th. Splendid ; few clouds ; warm. Mean, 34°; 
wind S., most calm. 

llth. Partly foggy at 8 A. M.; thick fog at 
noon and continued so all P. M. and evening ; 
warm. Mean, 33°; wind E., most calm. 

12th. Slight shower of rain between 2 and 4 
A.M. Foggy at sunrise, but clear at 84 A. M.; 
continued clear allday. Mean, 36 6°; wind W. 

There has been no sleighing during the period, 
but good wheeling most of the time. The term 
has been unusually warm, the mercury at no time 
sinking to zero. The mean temperature for the 
period was 28°, whereas the mean for the same 
in ’60, 61, was 22°, and in ’59, ’60, it was 4° 
below vero. G. E. Brackett. 

Belfast, Jan. 1863. 


40ee 





For the Maine Farmer. 
Apples for Sheep. 


Messrs. Eprtors :—In No. 4, current volume 
of the Farmer, information is asked upon the use 
of apples and roots for sheep, to which, after giv- 
ing some valuable hints upon the care and man- 
agement of flocks in winter, you say: ‘*We have 
never fed apples to sheep, but perhaps they may 
form a prevender.’ 

Now, dear sirs, there is no perhaps, in my opin- 
ion, about the value of apples as a feed for sheep. 
Ihave fed but few to sheep, for the only reason 
that I never had them in sufficient quantity to 
spare many for this use ; but among my intimate 
friends, hundreds of bushels have been fed out 
with the very best result. I have never seen 
lambs grow better or do better every way, than 
when their feed was hay ad lilttum, with, 
at the rate of about one bushel of apples per hun- 
dred sheep, per day, and this wy tries I say 
about one bushel, because the feeder was not so 
particular as to have justso many and no less 
every day. 

The small apples which are usually made up 
into cider for a Cevenep—< curse to mankind— 
are worth more to be made up into wool and mut- 
ton—both convenient and useful articles—than 
into cider, to be sold at the prices which have pre- 
vailed in Franklin county for the last ten years. 
Several who have fed apples to their sheep, 
have refused to sell them and even would feed out 
those of the best quality to dry, in preference to 
drying them at the prices dried apples have com- 
manded in years past, when apples have been 
abundant. 
Sheep are very fond of them and will select 
them out from potatoes when fed upon the 
ground, generally before eating the potatoes ; 
that is, when fed uncut. This is in accordance 
with my experience, but I would like to hear 

others. O. W. Taos. 





land, without any manure, and got what he con- 


tu $4,25 per thousand. They only pay $2 to, 
$2.25, and in guods at very high prices at that. 


For the benefit of such and of 


my record, giving the kind of weather on each of 


Mean temperature of 


Reported for the Maine ‘Farmer. —e 
Proceedings of the Maine Board of 
Agriculture. 


Tavrspay, Jan 29. 

Board met at 10 A. M., President in the Chair. 

Mr. CHAMBERLALN, of the Maine State Society, from 
Committee on Topic No. 2, presented his Report, 
which was accepted and assigned to Friday A. M. for 
further action. 

Mr. Leacu, from the Committee to whom was as- 
signed Topic No. 9,—‘‘Is the application of manures 
to the surface a good mode of practice for grass and 
fgnit trees?’’—read a report, which was accepted, 
and Saturday assigned for its second reading. 

The report of the Committee on Topic No. 5,— 
‘“‘How has the introduction of thorough-bred ani- 
mals affected the milking qualities of our cows ?’’— 
was presented by Mr. Percival, Chairman of the 
Committee. Friday P. M. assigned to its second 
reading. 

The paper on the ‘‘Importance of Pedigree,’ pre- 
pared by Mr. Harnes, was, on motion of Mr. Cham- 
berlain, taken up for its second reading. After which 

Mr. Wasson referred at some length to the impor- 
tance of the subject, and also of its value to farmers 
at large. He believed that farmers were very often 
imposed upon, in the matter of stock, buying many 
as thorough-bred which were not in fact pure blood 
animals. He said that many farmers believed that neat 
stock and sheep were not so valuable as formerly; 
and after having tried them become dissatisfied and 
fall into the error that they are not so successful in 
| stock raising as before thorough-breds were intro- 
| duced. One farmer had told him that he would se- 
| lect a milch cow from a herd of native stock in the 
dark as soon as he would from a herd of thorough- 
| breds. One thing is certain: either purity of blood 
' in animals is, or is not valuable. Those farmers who 
| get the pure bloods do improve their herds; those 

who have animals bearing the name only, do not im- 
| prove. A man passed through a neighboring town, 
| with a considerable number of purge South Down 
| buecks—haa them direct from Mr. Thorn himself, and 
was selling them for from $5 to $10 each. Many 
‘farmers bought, and all who did sd were sure they 
| had the pure South Downs. Five years from now 
| youcannot give away a South Down sheep in that 
| vicinity. A gentleman wishing information in re- 
gard to some stock which he was about to purchase, 
| wrote him, making inquiries about their purity of 
blood, &c. In answering him, he made some refer- 
ence to a ‘‘Herd Book’’ to establish the question of 
purity, but the farmer in question did not know what 
a Herd Book meant, and he believed there were many 
others in a like situation. Many persons in his lo- 
, cality had been imposed upon by purchasing animals 
|called Red Durhams, being represented as always 
| producing red stock; but it has proved that they are 
|as likely to produce white calves as red. It was an 
‘important question to settle, how these impositions 
| could be corrected. 

Mr. Percivat concurred with the sentiments of the 
| report, and believed it should be adupted and sent 
forth to farmers. It is true, we cannot prevent dis- 
honest men from imposing upon farmers; but those 
who are the victims of such impositions can and 
| should publish the transactions of those who deceive 
them. Again, we can recommend the Trustees of 
| Agricultural Societies to withhold premiums on thor- 
| ough breds, unless their pedigrees can be produced. 
| The North Kennebec Agricultural Society demand 
certificates of pedigree on thoroughbred animals be- 
fore premiums are awarded. He believed that larger 
premiums for pure bloods should be offered. Farm- 
ers themselves were largely in the fault in regard { 
their ignorance of stock; they did not know what was 
the use of a herd book, and cared little for pedigree; 
they should inform themselves. Then he believed 
there was often another difficulty—that of identifying 
the animal as the one described in the certificate of 
| pedigree, or the herd book. 

Mr. Rocers inquired if herd books were absolutely 
reliable—if deceptions were not found in them. 

Mr. Goopae replied that there was no absolute 
guarantee for perfection in any human affairs. The 
Herd Book of Short Horn Cattle was compiled by 
Lewis F. Allen, of Black Rock, N. Y., and he believed 
that Mr. Allen possessed the confidence of Short Horn 
breeders in this country The only Herd Book of Dev- 
ons was a British work. The ‘‘Association of Ameri- 
can Breeders’’ were about to issue a herd book which 
is to include Short Horns, Devons, and other breeds, 
especially Jerseys and Ayrshires. It was not certain 
they might not be deceived, but their aim was to be 
correct. 

Mr. Wasson mentioned an instance of a gentleman 
wishing a pedigree inserted in a Herd Book, but 
lacking for some points to establish the purity of the 
animal,—about which there could be but little if any 
doubt—the pedigree was not inserted. 

Mr. Goopate spoke of a similar instance. A gen- 
tleman wanted an animal put in the Herd Book; and 
although it was deseended from stock which had been 
bred pure for a long number of years back, yet there 
was some formalities which the compiler insisted up- 
on, that the owner could not readily obtain. He 
wrote to the compiler, wishing him to hunt up the 
evidence which was wanting, and if it was satisfactory 
to him, to have the pedigree inserted, and he would 
cheerfully compensate him for his extra labor. No 
notice was taken of his letter. Sometithe afterwards, 
Mr. Goodale saw the compiler of the Herd Book, and 
being acquainted with the circumstances, asked him 
if he did not receive a letter from Mr. —— in relation 
to having a pedigree inserted. His reply was that 
he did, and that he had no doubt as to the purity of 
the animal in question, although some points were 
rather unsatisfactory, but he choose not to hunt up 
the missing evidence, as it would look as though his 
judgment had been warped by an offer of money. 
Mr. G. believed that if they did commit errors it was 
in spite of their best endeavors, as no one but an 
honest man could get up a Herd Book. 

Mr. Fisu presented specimens of wool from the 
flocks of Hon. W. R. Flint, and 8. W. Smith, Esq., of 
Anson. They were placed in the Cabinet. 

On motion of Mr. Wasson, the report was adopted, 
and the Board adjourned. 

AFTERNOON SEssI0n. 

Board met in informal session at 2 o’clock, in the 
Representative’s Hall. Mr. Hicuzorn of Stockton, 
was called to the Chair. 

The subject for discussion was the Products of the 
Dairy. Mr. Goopate made the opening remarks, 
speaking at some length upon their cost of produc- 
tion, and exports into foreign markets, arguing the 
necessity of breeding cows better adapted for the 
purpose of the dairy, and of raising our dairy pro- 
ducts to a higher standard of quality. 

Mr. Perxey remarked that Maine was pre-eminent- 
ly adapted for a grazing State, and one of the most 
important questions was how we could dispose of our 
hay and grain so as to realize, from it the greatest 
actual profit. It was his belief that for every neat 
animal two years old, which the farmer sells, it costs 
him from $10 to $20 more than he gets. Sheep-rais- 
ing was at the present time a more profitable branch 
of farming than the growing of neat stock. He 
would not recommend to farmers to go into sheep- 
raising very extensively just now, although if we 
would make our business pay, we must fix upon some 
leading and prominent branch of husbandry and pur- 
sue it with energy and undivided attention. In the 
division of our labor and productions, we fail to get 
a satisfactory return. In Herkimer County—one of 
the great dairy regions of New York—the dairymen 
are getting rich, and this by their system of proced- 








ure. He spoke of the establishment of cheese-facto- 
r:es—which have been heretufore described in our col- 
umns—and said that within a circuit of ten or fifteen 
miles, $12,000 worth of cheese was sold every week. 
Milk farmersin our State carry milk two or three 
miles, and even farther, in supplying their customers, 
and the labor would not be more of carrying it to a 
cheese factory, while the actual profits of the latter 
course would be many times greater. In cheese fac- 
tories the quality of the cheese made was always uni- 
form; the hard work of making cheese in our farm 
houses was dispensed with, for five or six persons 
could do the work of forty or fifty. The amount of 
cheese made per day at one of these factories was half 
aton. He believed that dairying in Maine would not 
come up much until something of this kind was in- 
troduced among us. 

Mr. Haske t, of Garland, Penobscot Co., said that 
he had kept cows for ten or fifteen years, and had 
made butter and cheese ina small way during that 
time. He believed that gur wives and daughters 
should be taught how to make good butter and cheese. 
Some ten years ago he saw a statement published by 
Alonzo L. Fish, one of the New York dairymen, of 
his entire process of making cheese. They studied 
the article, and commenced making their cheese ac- 
cording to his rules. Since then they have not made 
a poor cheese; before not more than one good cheese 
could be made in a week, the rest would fall to pieces 
or something would troublethem. Now he can make 
good cheesé every day in the week, and has not lost 
a pound of cheese since following that plan. He be- 
lieved the milk which would make one pound of but- 
ter would make more than three pounds of cheese. 
He considered it much more profitable to make but- 
ter and cheese than to raise young stock. 

Mr. Haypen, of Bath, asked why it was that Maine 
butter stood so low in Boston market, when we had 
such unsurpassed facilities for making butter and 
| cheese ? 

Mr. Goopate replied that it was a fact that as good 
| butter was made in Maine, as was made anywhere, 
| for he had eaten it; yet it was also a fact that a large 
| portion of the butter made in this State was of an in- 
|ferior quality. Cheese was a manufactured article, 
butter was not; the former was the production of the 
| dairymaid, the latter was the production of cows; 
consequently the quality of butter depended greatly 
upon the character of the herbage consumed by cows. 
|The butter found in the Philadelphia market is made 
lof the sweet-scented vernal grass, so abundant 
throughout the rich pastures of Pennsylvania. In 
| making butter, if it was separated from the milk or 
| cream, and if any of the cascin was left in, it would 
turn rancid, while if the buttermilk was not all 
worked out it would become tainted. Butter in Eng- 
| land was used fresh, and if it was well made it was 
| not necessary to have it salted in order to preserve it. 
‘In making cheese the main point of difference between 
|the methods practiced in Herkimer County and in 
| this State was in separating the whey from the curd. 
| This was done there by a process of cooking, which 
caused the curd and whey to separate, acting chemi- 
cally upon the latter so as to add to the weight of the 
curd. The system pursued by the New York dairy 
farmers had led toa rise of from $20 to $100 per 
| acre in the value of their farms. 
| Mr. Haypen remarked that two reasons why we 
| had so much poor butter was because we salted it too 
much, and used a poor article of salt. He had eaten 
good butter in Gaudaloupe and Martinique, which 
was perfectly sweet, yet had no salt init, and the 
climate rendered it necessary to be used with a spoon. 
He therefore concluded that butter did not need salt 
to preserve it if it was made of pure and perfectly 
sweet milk orcream. The article known as Goshen 
batter, used to command twice as much as other 
kinds in the Southern States. 

Mr. Goopate. Goshen butter is made by churning 
the milk after it has become a littlesour. Thus made 
it will keep sweet more than a year. 

Mr. Haskett said that poor butter was often made 
so by carelessness. The butter should be worked 
enough, and then worked as much more. It should 
then be salted at the rate of about twelve ounces of 
good Portland salt added to ten pounds of butter. 

Mr. Pertey remarked that the dairy rooms of the 
Herkimer County dairymen, were as sweet and clean 
as a parlor, with not the least smell of taint or sour 
milk. They did not want the butter to come in less 
than an hour, when it was worked over by ladles, as 
the less it was handled by the hands, the better. It 
was salted to suit the market, although there was no 
danger of their butter spoiling for want of salt. 

Mr. Peart, of Portland, spoke at considerable 
length upon the subject under consideration. 

Mr. Goopate said that Mr. Stetson, who formerly 
made large quantities of butter for the Bangor mar- 
ket, salted his butter according to the tastes of his 
customers, putting in from one-half to one and one- 
fourth ounces per pound. He considered that he 
could make one hundred pounds of butter as cheap 
as he could make one hundred pounds of beef, and 
the former would sell for a good deal more. He made 
about $2,000 worth of butter annually. 

At the close of the remarks, specimens of premium 
cheese from Herkimer County, N. Y., Litchfield 
County, Conn., and from Franklin, Oxford, Andros- 
coggin, Penobscot, and other counties in Maine were 
shown and tasted. The specimens of Maine cheese 
were excellent, showing that we can soon, and with 
little expense, bring up the standard of our dairy 
productions to a very high point. 











Frinay, Jan. 30. 

Board assembled at 2 P.M. After the usual business 
of opening, the report on the “Growing of Stock,” by 
Mr. Fisu, was read a second time and on motion of Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN was laid on the table. 

The report upon Topic No. 5 received its second read- 
ing, and on account of the absence of the Chairman of 
the Committee, was laid over until Monday for final dis- 
position. 

Dr. Weston’s Report on the Transactions of the Ban- 
gor Horticultural Society, what it has accomplished and 
learned, was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN, was referred to the Secretary to be used 
at his discretion. 

The report upon the second topic, presented by the 
Committee, Messrs. Chamberlain, Rogers and Dill, re- 
ceived its second reading. 

Mr. Goopae said it was a fact that for some years, a 
small part of the premiums given at our annual fairs 
were awarded for grain and root crops. The societies 


taken up. The great bulk of the nroney awarded for 


cent., while we have about the same in numbers, and 
the statistics show that many millions of dollars have 


grain go hand in hand, andthe improvements in stock 
now demand that more grain be raised. More food is 
wanted, and more grain must be grown, and it is now 
time for the Board not to recommend, but to prescribe 
for what premiums a certain part of this money shall be 
awarded. The members are here together—they can 
see and know what is best, and can prescribe the same. 
The premiums for crops have been too small, and the 
greatest crop is often accidental; consequently the pre- 
mium awarded to the largest crop would be unfairly 
given. Let premiums be offered for the best conducted 
experiments in growing crops, wita fall statements as to 
all its ‘particulars, and then if the crop proves a failure, 
give the man who conducted the experiment the premi- 
um. The man who makes an experiment and fails, will 
thereby save others from loss. If we leave it to each 
society to say that premiums shall be awarded for grain 
and root crops, it leaves it for them to decide for what 
grain and root crops the premiums shall be given, and 





been added to the wealth of the State, in this matter 
alone. We have not grown grain enough. Stock and | ter begin by saying that a moderate amount, say one- 


they can decide this matter better than we can. It be- 
longs to us prescribe rather than to recommend. 

Mr. Rocers—As one of the Committee, I should say 
it would be better to recommend than to be arbitrary in 
the matter. 

Mr. Perter said he had noticed for many years the 
very unsatisfactory manner in which premiums were 
awarded by our county societies, and he believed it 
would be better to offer premiums for the best conducted 
experiments in growing a certain crop, rather than for 
the largest crop. Seven-eighths of the applicants for 
premiums on grain and root erops, at the Cumberland 
County Fair, had not complied with the regulations of 
the society. The premiums offered for these crops had 
not been large enough to reward the labor of the farmer 
in trying accurate experiments, and consequently pre- 
miums were awarded upon large crops, which were very 
otten chance crops. He was satisfied that in his society 
not one premium in fifty had been awarded upon these 
crops for the purpose of experiment. The premiums on 
grain and root crops should be large enough to pay a 
man for giving his time to an experiment thereon, from 
the beginning of the season to its close, carefully weigh- 
ing, measuring and recording the partigulars and results 
of thesame. He believed we should not only recom- 
mend, but instruct societies to offer premiums for some 
one of these crops, having the premium so liberal as to 
induce farmers to try an exact and careful experiment 
with the crop. He would much prefer to have the reso- 
lution so changed as to leave it optional with the socie- 
ties as to what crop they would award premiums upon. 
Mr. Wasson alluded to the fact that the money re- 
ceived from the State having failed to accomplish its 
design or been diverted from its original purpose, the 
Legislature last winter, in order to be more specific, 
passed an act saying for what purposes a part of that 
money should be expended. They did this because 
they were convinced that in many instances no equiva- 
let was received for the money expended. He believed 
we—the Board—should now avail ourselves of the law, 
follow out the directions of the act, point out for what 
crops premiums shall, and not may be awarded. He 
thought the resolves covered toa much ground, and that 
they should be narrowed down to one or two crops. 

Mr. CuaMBERLAIN remarked that nearly one-half of 
the money expended in premiums by our societies went 
for grade animals, including working oxen and cows. 
He thought the Board should recommend to county so- 
cieties to cut off the usual premiums to grades for two 
or three years, and offer increased premiums for thor- 
orough-bred animals. 

Mr. GoopaLte—We could say to societies, expend 5, 
10, or 20 per cent., as the case may be, of the amount of 
money received from the State annually for grain and 
root crops; this would leave it to them to say for what 
particular crop—according to the location or local cir- 
cumstances—the premium should be awarded for, and 
would not in the least interfere with their own individ- 
ual affairs. This gives them a large list to select from, 
only let them be grains or roots; corn or potatoes, tur- 
nips or wheat. As to animals, if thorough-breds were 
introduced, grades would follow as the natural course of 
things. If cut down, it should only extend to males. 
The premiums offered on grade animals, only serves to 
bring out some good stock which adds to the interest of 
the show. This is all the good it seems to accomplish. 
The expense involved in the management of a grain 
crop which is intended as an experimental crop for the 
premiums, is heavy, if it is done with care and accuracy 
and the premiums heretofore offered are no snducement 
for the trouble of raising thecrop. There are some so- 
cieties which now offer premiums enough in this direo- 
tion, while others do not offer anything, and the design of 
this act was to accomplish two things: the reduction of 
the amount given by the State, and a more satisfactory 
result of the money so expended. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. Dill, Perley 
and others, on motion of Mr. Wasson the report was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. CuamBERLALN, in behalf of Hon. Warren Percival 
of Vassalboro’, presented the Board with a basket of 
fine fruit, for which a vote of thanks was presented by 
Mr. Lee of Piscataquis, and on motion of Mr. Chamber- 
lain the fruit was presented to the member from Han- 
cock. 

The Business Committee reported the following list of 
topics to be investigated during the interval, and report- 
ed upon at the next session : 


The importance of encouraging Manufactures as an 
aid to Agriculture—J. C. Weston. 

Progressive Agriculture—C. Chamberlain. 

Farm Architecture. 

Wheat Culture—L. Lee. 

Fish Culture and importance of Fish-ways in our riv- 
ers. 

Wastes of the Farm—S. F. Perley. 

Cultivation of Small Fruits—C. M. Pratt. 

Salt as a Fertilizer—G. A. Rogers. 

Poultry—S. Wasson. 

Importance of Farmers and Gardeners raising their 
own Seeds—S. Dill. 


Saturpay, Jan. 31, 
Board met at the hour of adjournment. Minutes of 
yesterday read and approved. 
Mr. Wasson asked leave that the Topic assigned to 
him might be re-committed to him with instructions to 
report at the next session. 
The report of the Committee on Pay Roll was adopted. 
Mr. WaTerMAN’s report on “rotation of crops” was 
taken up and adopted, the amendments to it having been 
read. 
Mr. CaAmMBERLAIN’s report on Topic No. 2 was taken 
up and discussed. 
Mr. Ditt moved that ten per cent. of the State boun- 
| ty to Agricultural Societies be awarded for improvements 
in orchards or for nurseries, but on further remarks 
from some of the members, asked leave to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. Wasson made some remarks upon points involved 
in the report, which were similar to those published in 
our report of yesterday’s proceedings. 

Mr. Goopae said that by looking at the returns of 
the societies year after year, he had become convinced 
| that the premiums for crops were too small, and ‘that 
inducements should be held out for the same. Having 
in his hand the returns of several societies, he read some 
of them as showing what proportion of the State bounty 
was awarded and paid out in premiums on crops. One 
society receiving $200 from the State, awarded $14 on 
crops; another, receiving $200, awarded $1.00; anoth- 
er, receiving $150, awarded $1.50 on roots; another 
offered $37 on crops and awarded only $1.50; another 
society, having $583 at its disposal, offered $57 in pre- 








offered but little for these crops and that little was not | miums of crops and awarded $29; another, receiving 


$150 State bounty, offered $30 on crops and awarded $8; 


premiums goes for animals. Within ten years the qual- another society, having $321 from the State, made no 
ity of these animale has increased more than 50 per offers or awards for root or grain crops. 


He then re- 
marked, as he had said before, that some societies offer- 
ed very good premiums and others offered nothing, and, 
as the Board had the authority, he believed it had bet- 


fourth of the State bounty should be awarded for grain 
and root crops, and that such bounty should be awarded 
in one or two large premiums, ratber than a larger 
number of small ones. He believed that this would be 
starting in the right direction, and we could try it for 
one year and see how it worked. 

Mr. Rogers believed that by allowing the largest 
liberty compatible with a judicious state of things, we 
should better receive the approbation of the societies. 
He thought the officers of the societies could better judge 
what would be for the interest of each society than the 
Board could. 

Mr. Peruey said, that, from the statements made by 
Mr. Goodale, he did not see how we could compel socie- 
ties to do as we sey, as there was no penality for non- 
compliance with the law, as he was aware of. He far- 
ther spoke at some length in regard to offering premi- 
ums for the best conducted experiments in growing a 
certain crop, having the premiams liberal enough to re- 





ward a man for attempting and carrying them out care- 
fully, and then awarding the premium if the crop was a 
failure or otherwise. 

Mr. Goopace replied that no society could pay its 
awards unless it had a certificate from the Secretary of 
the Board, saying that it had complied with the pro- 
visions of the law in the matter. He believed thata 
greater effort should be put forth to grow food producing 
crops, and that premiums sbould also be awarded for the 
best crop grown at least cost. 

Mr. Dict hoped the resolves, as amended, would be 
adopted. 

Mr. Jewerr disagreed with the remarks of Mr. Dill, 
He believed societies should manage their own affairs. 
Mr. Lee—In favor of the resolves and the amendment. 
Mr. Fisu regarded it as very necessary that the Board 
should say how a portion of the State bounty should be 
awarded. The new Board of Trustees of his society (E. 
Somerset) happened to be all fast horse men. They 
awarded $55.75 for horses, $9 for dairy products, and 
nothing for grain or root crops. 

After some further discussion, participated in by 
Messrs. Pratt, Jewett, Goodale and others, Mr. Goodale 
offered the following resolution, designed to take the 
place of Mr. Wasson’s amendment : 


Resolved, That societies be directed to award one-fourth 
of the State bounty for premiums on grain and root 
erops, and that premiums be awarded for the best crops 
grown at least expense. 


Mr. Divt thought the amount specified much too low. 
Mr. Hanes and Mr. Lee regarded it as very just and 
right—for their sections of the State. 

On motion of Mr. Wasson, the report and its amend- 
ments, with the additional resolve were re-committed. 
The report of Mr. Fish was taken up, with the re- 
solves amendatory, as introduced by Mr. Wasson, and 
after some discussion was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Board adjourned. 





AFTERNOON Session. 


The members assembled at 2 o'clock. 

The report on Topic No. 9, presented by Mr. Leacn 
for the Committee, was read a second time, and adopted. 
Mr. Ditt presented a paper on the “Importance and 
Value of Agricultural Statistics,” prepared during the 
interval of the session. It was read and assigned to 
Monday next for its final disposition. 

Mr. Pratt, from the Committee to whom was assigned 
the subject of the “Culture of Fruit,” read his report 
for a second time. 

In answer to a question, Mr. Pratt said that he had 
only known of one instance where New York (Roches- 
ter, nursery-grown) trees had succeeded. In his vicini- 
ty, where they purchased an abundance of them, they 
were not worth a straw. 

Mr. Ditt thought the deep mulch of brakes an in- 
juny. He used spent tan as a mulch, and often leached 
ashes, muck or rich loam. His trees thrive, and he is not 
troubled with mice. Where grass is left about trees, he 
always finds mice. 

Mr. Goopa.e, in referring to the statement in the 
report, in regard to mulching, said that the matter 
should go out simply as the individual experience of one 
man, as he could not have it go out from the Board 
without a caution attached to it. He regarded straw 
manure the best mulch, having it about two inches thick. 
Too deep a mulch is injurious. Trees that are mulched, 
very rarely suffer fgom drouth and never need watering. 
Mr. Pratr stated that Mr. Richardson—who thus 
practices mulching—had raised from tweaty trees of 
the Baldwin, eighty barrels of fruit. The method of 
mulching with brakes is very commonly practiced in his 
vicinity, and is much liked. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, regarded potato tops as a good 
mulch, as they do not afford shelter for mico, and soon 
decay. 

In regard to raising young trees. Mr. Goopa.e said 
that the best plan was to go to a cider mill and get the 
seeds washed from the pomace, and plant them just as 
they are. Let them grow for two years—no matter if 
the hard winters do kill some of them—take what is 
best, throw away three-fourths of the poorest of those 
that remain; then graft those that are retained pretty 
low down, and a good tree is obtained, 

Mr. Pratt stated that he once purchased a considera- 
ble number of trees froma nursery, the nurseryman 
telling him they would grow any where. The larger 
trees grew well, but the smaller were worthless, and 
one-half or two-thirds of them were thrown away. 
After some other remarks, the report was adopted. 
The report of Mr. Fis, on the growing and feeding 
of stock, was again taken up. 

Mr. Goopate, referring to a statement in the report 
that by feeding out twenty dollars worth of food, nearly 
double its value could be procured jtherefrom, when the 
animal was turned into beef; remarked that it was a 
stronger statement than his observation would warrant 
him in making. He considered that if farmers got 
pretty nearly, or not quite the market value for the pro- 
duce made into beef, they did well, and the plan was 
much better than selling lean beef or grain. It was 
the best way to enrich land to keep fat animals. 

Mr. Jewett regarded the statement a rather strong 
one. It was plain that farmers did not feed grain 
enough to their cattle. It was more profitable to feed 
grain than to sell beef lean. Did not think that twenty 
dollars worth of food would inorease the value of the 
acimal to that amount, or even to fifteen dollars. 

Mr. Dict stated that as much work could be done 
with four oxen, by giving each animal four quarts of 
oat and pea meal per day, with a sufficient amount of 
good hay, as six oxen of the same weight would perform 
without the provender. 

Mr. Fisu remarked that his object in making the 
statement was done on purpose to draw out more facts 
in regard to the value of food for fattening purposes 
than he was acquainted with, and he was glad it had 
partly accomplished its object. The discussion was 
further continued by several members of the Board, and 
the report was referred to the Secretary to be used at 
his discretion. The resolves introduced by Mr. Cham- 
berlain, to take the place of those offered in connection 
with the report, were adopted. They are as follows: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Board, it is not 
advisable for farmers to sell young stock at the prices 
which they have brought, and the practice should be 
discountenanced until such stock commands a price at 
least equal to the production. 

Resolved, That it is wise economy for farmers to con- 
vert their corn, grain and hay into meat, wool and dairy 
products at home, and thereby have the means of en- 
riching their lands. 

The Secretary was instructed to reply to the com- 
munication of the American Minister in regard to the 
German International Agricultural Exhibition. 

The following communication from Mr. Gould of 


Bridgton, detailing an experiment with Super-phosphate, 
and also of growing pumpkins among corn; was read by 
the President: 

8. F. Perter—Dear Sir: At your request I send 
you the following statement of my experiment with 
Super ¢ of Lime and Pumpkins among corn.— 
About the middle of May last, I plowed a field that had 
been in grass five and the yield had become so re- 
duced that it was unprofitable for hay. After plowing 


I spread on stable manure at the rate of seven or eight 
cords per acre, and harrowed it in. I also p of 
Kendall & Whitney a barrel of Coe’s Super- 

and mixed it with about half its bulk of r, and 


directed a quantity, perbaps two or three spoonfuls, to 
be put in cath bll of « corn and a covered before 
dropping the seed. hen man work dropping 
the fertilizer had over nearly half the field, he 
came and told me that the Superphospbate would not 
hold out to go over the whole at the rate directed. I 
told him to the quantity so as to make it go 
over the whole, except six rows through the middle 

the field to be left without any. But on these six rows 
I directed him to put about the same quantity of 
to a bill that in the mixture would go upon the 
the field, so that I might fairly test 
Super I gave the 





The Result.—After the corn was up large 
Jenough for the seoond hoing, one of re 
marked that s strip of my corn the middie of 
the field looked as it had fainted awey. There was 
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a marked difference in ihe growth through the whole 

season. At harvesting, the yield was as follows: 

6 rows without Super-phosphate, 8 bushels of ears good 
corn, 3 small or unripe. 

6 rows adjoining rows with Super-phosphate, 11 bushels 
of good ears, 2 small or unripe. 

16 rows with pumpkins, 20 bushels of ears good corn, 
6 small or unripe. 

With Saperphosphate, 15-6 bushels of ears good corn 
per row. 

Without Super-phosphate, 1} bushels of ears good corn 
per row. 

With pumpkins, 1} bushels of ears good corn per row. 

Giving half a bushel to a row more with Super-phos- 
phate than without; and the pumpkins more than neu- 
tralized all the good effects of that fertilizer, although 
they Were planted on that part of the field which had 
the most liberal supply of it. The crop of pumpkins 
was not worth balf as much as the corn was damaged by 
them. The six rows with Superphosphate which were 
measured, grew in that part of the field which had the 
reduced quantity. 

I will suggest that I suppose there is nothing gained 
by putting plaster with Super-phosphate of Lime, as in 
the manufacture of that article from bones and sulphu- 
ric acid, sulphate of lime or gypsum is formod, and be- 
comes a portion of the article as sold. 

Yours truly, M. Govtp. 

North Bridgton, Jan. 22, 1863 : 

After reading of the letter, Mr. Rocers gave the re- 
sult of an experiment with concentrated manure upon 
potatoes. The soila clayey loam; the Jand prepared 
and seeded in every way precisely alike, the only dif- 
ference in treatment being in the different kinds of ma- 
nure applied. 

A certain number of rows preduced with 


No manure, _ 7-8 bushel. 
Awerican Guano, 14 bushels. Increase 71 pr ct. 
Coe’s Super-phosphate, 2 bushels. Increase 129 pr ct. 


The concentrated manure was applied at the rate of 
about 500 pounds per acre, anda larger proportion of 
merchantable potatces were found in the rows manured 
with the American Guano. 

Mr. Dit, in behalf of Maj. Russ of Farmington, 
presented the Board with a large box of excellent ap- 
ples, and the following resolution was introduced by the 
gentleman from the Maine State Society: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be tendered 
to Maj. Hiram Russ of Farmington, for his delicate at- 
tentions to this body, of which he was formerly a meim- 
ber, in the present of a box of apples, generous in 
quantity and excellent in quality. 


Adjourned. 





Monpay, Feb. 2. 

Board met at 2 P. M., President in the Chair. Pro- 
ceedings of Saturday read and approved. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN read a Report on Fertilizers, 
which was accepted and assigned to to-morrow at 10 
A. M., for its second reading. 

A communication was received from Gov. Coburn, 
asking the members of the Board to meet him in con- 
sultation at a time best adapted to them; which invi- 
tation was accepted, and 8 o’clock this evening was 
assigned as the hour for that interview. The Secre- 
tary was instructed to inform the Governor of the 
acceptance of his invitation, and naming the hour of 
the meeting. 

Resolves were passed instructing the Secretary to 
investigate ‘‘Fruit Culture,’’ as the leading sub- 
ject fur his next annual report. 

Mr. Perey, from the Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the review of the Secretary’s Report fur 1862, 
presented a report which was accepted and adopted 
as the expression of the Board. 

A paper on the Care of Stock, presented by Mr. 
Perley, of Cumberland, was read a second time. Af- 
ter its reading 

The author said he hoped the Board would freely 
discuss the prominent features of the report. When 
a farmer winters twenty or thirty head of cattle, giv- 
ing them one hundred bushels of meal, and a barn 
full of hay, and in the spring finds his barns empty, 
his meal gone, and his animals worth no more than 
they were in the fall, itis time for him to investi- 
gate the matter and see where it can be remedied. 
For himself he believed that growing young stock 
for the profit of it was hard business, and he had 
made up his mind to raise no more young animals 
(neat) unless they were very promising. He had 
rather buy young stock than raise it. 

Mr. Jewett said he could winter cattle well on 
good hay, with no roots or grain. He believed it 
would be better than less hay and more grain. As to 
making money by raising young stock, he knew it 
could be done, as farmers in his vicinity had done it. 
Hay cut at the right time, and properly cured, plenty 
of good water, a2 good warm barn, were all that was 
necessary to winter cattle well. 

Mr. Pertey remarked that there were but few lo- 
calities in our State, where he believed feeding stock 
could be made a profitable business. Our meadows 
for raising hay are limited, and what hay is raised 
must be grown from cultivated land. In Ohio and 
Indiana, the farmers can raise beef for Brighton 
market cheaper than we can. Massachusetts farmers 
have found out that they cannot raise young stock so 
cheap as they can come into Maine and buy it. 

Mr. Dit believed that if money could be made by 
any one in selling young stock, more could be made 
by keeping it until a year or two older, and then sell- 
ingit. He knew that farmers in Vermont and New 
Hampshire formerly came down to Brighton market, 
bought the young animals driven there by Maine 
drovers, carried them into those States, fed them for 
the market, and drove them back again, and made 
money by the practice. 

Mr. Jewett said it was better to have good pas- 
tures in summer than good feed in winter, without 
the good pastures. Stock fed on grain in the winter, 
and then turned into a poor pasture, were sure to 
come to the barn poor in the fall. A good pasture 
was what put flesh on to cattle. 

Mr. Goopate spoke in the highest terms of com 
mendation of the paper of Mr. Perley, which had 

just been read. There was something reliable in it, 
and nothing satisfactory could be obtained in regard 
to the keeping of stock, unless by such effort and ex- 
periments; and the facts obtained thereby go to make 
up something to judge from, with some degree of ac- 
curacy. He knew of nothing which came so near it 
as the paper under consideration. He believed every 
member should experiment to the extent of his abili- 
ty, upon some such point, and if only one fact was 
gained, that fact should be given to the farmers at 


large. 
Mr. Percrvat spoke at some length, and in the 


course of his remarks, said that raising young stock 
would not pay where straw found a ready market at 
from $4 to $6 per ton, and hay from $8 to $12, as 
it did with him. He believed if young stock was 
kept it should be for the purpose of manufacturing 
coarse fodder into manure; and this could better be 
done by bedding them with straw, and giving them 
good hay to eat, than by feeding the straw to them. 
There were places in Maine where raising young 
stock could doubtless be done at a profit, but it could 
not in his vicinity. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett the report was adopted. 

Mr. Perey presented a paper, giving statements 
of the actual gain in the weight of cattle while fatten- 
ing. The paper was referred to the Secretary, who 
remarked that it contained more definite information 
than anything he had been able to find during the 
seven years he had been making inquiries upon the 
subject. 

Dr. Weston read a letter from S. W. Johnson, of 
Brewer, communicating information in reference to 
making butter and cheese. The letter was referred to 
the Secretary, to be used at his discretion. 

Mr. Rogers, from the Committee to report on the 
results of experiments in the culture of potatoes, at 
different distances apart, made a report which was 
referred to the Secretary, to be used as he saw fit. 

Mr. Lee said it was just as well to plant small po- 
tatoes as large ones, if the seed was frequently chang- 
ed to prevent running out. Usually planted those of 
medium size. 

Mr. Dit asked if it was best to change the seed of 
potatoes from north to south, or vice versa. Had 
brought potatoes from Indiana, and also from Chi- 
cago, but they were watery and did not produce well, 
although esteemed sorts at the localities where they 
were obtained. 

Mr. Rogers did not know from what point of com- 
pass it was best to change them; but believed that 
changing from one locality to another, and one vari- 
ety of soil to another was beneficial. 

Mr. Perctvat regarded small seed as good as large 
if the same number of eyes were put in. He believed 
farmers were apt to put in too much seed; not more 
than four eyes should be put ina hill. He knew 
when he had obtained a few potatoes of a new kind 
to plant, he was choice of them and wanted to make 
them go over as much ground as possible, and conse- 
quently cut the seed small. They most always grew 
well and produced bountifully. Ashe got more of 
them, was less particular in seeding, and they grew 
smaller, probably because more eyes were put in. 

On motion of Mr. CuamBertaiy, it was voted to 
continue the subject of potato culture as one of the 
topics for consideration during the interim. hiessrs. 
Percival, Lee and Leach, were appointed a Committee 
to report on this topic at the next session, and the 
following resolutions were introduced by Mr. Cham- 
berlain: 

Whereas, It is desirable that we should know more 
methods 


to the best for the general culture 
potato, and / 


in 
0 





Whereas, The experience of past years has led to 
the cautious application of stable manure as a fertil- 
izer fur this important crop, thus inducing a practice 
of planting extensively for small returns, and 

’hereas, It is important that we should learn at an 
early day, the value of fish guano and to what crops 
it may best be applied; therefore , 

Resolved, That we pledge ourselves, so far as cir- 
cumstances may permit, to conduct an experiment 
the present year, in the culture of the potato, using 
fish guano asa manure, in accordance with such 
suggestions as may be furnished by the Committee of 
the Board. 


tended to farmers to join us in 





Alans Farmer, 














$2.25 per annum, er $2.00 if paid within 
three months ot the date of Subscription. 


| ~~ ~ 
These terms will be rigidly adhered to in all cases. 9 
Resolved, That a general invitation is hereby ex-| i R coll 
the experiment, with | 


All payments made by subscribers to the Farmer will 


the request that results be returned to the Secretary | be credited in accordance with our new mailing method. 
| The printed date upon the paper, in connection with the 

A communication was received from Dr. Holmes, subscriber’s name, will show the time to which he has 
calling the attention of the Board to the improved | paid, and will constitute, in all cases, # valid receipt on 
root cutter of Mr. Mason of Salmon Falls, who was | moneys remitted by him. 


of this Board. 


present with the machine. 
The report of Mr. Percrvat, upon ‘How has the 
introduction of thorough-bred animals affected the 





Notice. 
Mr. H. P. Weeks will call upon subscribers in Waldo 


milking qualities of our cows?’? was read a third County. 


time. 


Mr. Pegtey made some remarks upon the subject County. 


of breeding fur special purposes, and especially for 
purposes of the dairy. Breeders can create a breed 
for any object desired, and in many cases it had been 
attained. The Herefords had been bred for working 
oxen and beef; and the Devons fer beauty. Mr. An- 
derson, the principal breeder of Devons in this State, 
had given especial attention to the milking qualities 
of his herd, and had bred for this purpose. 

Some mention having been made of native stock, 

Mr. Harnes of Aroostook, asked the members if 
they ever saw any native cattle. Unless they had 
been to Madawaska he doubted if they had. All the 
cattle in this section were of improved blood. Upon 
being asked to describe a real native he replied that 
they looked like a Jersey cow without bag or teats. 


ing fi ific purpose | see 
ie Paseagate eftonng Or ogee oe) tree, he could change the condition of the ‘‘callu- 


and of attaining the object desired. It had been 
done, and could be done again. If we desired better 
milkers we should breed from them. 
After some other remarks, the report was adopted. 
Messrs. Goodale, Perley and Dill, the Committee 
to whom was referred the subject of the continuation 
of the Scientific Survey, reported the following pre- 
amble and resolution, which was adopted by the 
Board; and the same committee were appointed to 
present the subject to the Legislative Committees: 
Whereas, The Scientific Survey of the State was in- 
stituted by the Legislature at the recommendation of 
this Board, and was continued last year in response 
to the prayers of more than 3009 petitioners, citizens 
of all parts of the State, when its discontinuance was 
threatened by an urgent demand for retrenchment; 
and whereas the’said Survey has been conducted with 
an efficiency and economy rarely if ever equally by 
any other State, and cannot be discontinued now, 
either with or without a view to its resumption here- 
after, without involving great loss; and whereas the 
expense bears a very smal! proportion to the benefits 
which will accrue to the State from its prosecution 
with suitable means until completed; therefore 
Resolved, That the Board of Agriculture earnestly 
recommend to the Legislature the prosecution of the 
Scientific Survey, as a measure of public utility and 
profit, and one demanded alike by a wise economy 
and an enlightened statesmanship. 


Adjourned. 


Tvespay, Feb. 3. 

Board met at 10 o’clock A. M. The President read 
a letter from S. W. Tinkham, of Anson, enclosing 
specimens of wool from his flock, which were ordered 
to be placed in the cabinet. 

The report of Mr. Percrvat, on Topic No. 2,— 
**What unusual demands upon the farmers grow out 
of the present condition and prospects of the coun- 
try ?°’—was read a second time. 

Mr. CuamBeRLAIN, referring to statements contain- 
ed inthe report, said he should not recommend to 
grow the lupine, California bean, or vetch; but would 
recommend corn and millet, as a substitute for short 
pastures. Was willing to recommend experiments in 
growing the lupine, but not to recommend its gen- 
eral culture. 

Mr. Jewett thought the lupine could be grown 
with us, toa profit. Asto the California bean, he 
knew one farmer who raised seventy-five bushels per 
acre of them, and found them excellent for stock. 

Mr. Percivat. Had previously had some experi- 
ence in raising the vetch, the seed of which was 
brought from Canada; it grew long and slim, with 
an abuniance of foliage; sheep eat it voraciously, 
and it is said to be gvod for horses. It can be grown 
on poor soil, and for the expense attending its cul- 
ture, produces abundantly. Would also recommend 
turnips asa partial substitute for short pastures. 
He had found that his sheep did not gain much early 
in the fall, after the feed in the pastures stopped 
growing, and he had practiced growing English tur- 
nips for them. The lambs, after they were taken 
from the sheep in the fall were turned into a field of 
turnips, and fed on the tops; they became fat by this 
process. Buts of cornstalks were also a good fodder 
for sheep. 

After some further discussion, the report was 
adopted. 

Topie No. 7, on Manures, was taken from the table. 

Mr. GoopaLe moved to strike out that portion of 
the Report relating to the ‘‘progression of prima- 
ries,’’ as he believed it to be not only false in theory, 
but pernicious in practice. He then, at some length, 
referred to the theory of the man who had started it 
for a purpose of his own, in which he fully exposed 
it as incorrect, and in direct conflict with the teach- 
ings of science. He did not wish to give it any en- 
dorsement whatever, or to do anything that would 
bring the man or his doctrines into notice. 

Some discussion ensued in regard to this particular 
subject, between Mr. Goodale and the Chairman of 
the Commmittee, and the report was afterwards left 
in the hands of the Secretary for his disposal. 

On motion of Mr. Cuampertain, Voted, That all 
the papers and reports of the Buard be referred to 
the Secretary to be disposed of as he shall see fit. 

Mr. Ditu’s report on the ‘*Importance of Agricul- 
tural Statistics,’’ was read a second time and adopted. 

The report of Mr. Fisu was taken from the table 
and placed in the hands of the Secretary. 

On motion of Dr. Weston, Voted, That the Secre- 
tary’s reports and those transactions received in ex- 
change, be disposed of by him, as in his opinion the 
best interests in the cause of agricultural improve- 
ment shall direet. 

The thanks of the Board were presented to the fol- 
lowing named persons fur their contributions: 

Geo. P. Sewall, Esq., of Oldtown, for apples and 
pears; Albert Noyes, J. W. Carr, J. C. Stevens, 8. C. 
Harlow, of Bangor, for apples; Jefferson Stubbs, of 
Hampden, for apples; Chas. J. Gilman, Esq., of 
Brunswick, for apples; Abram Preble and James D. 
Fisher of Bowdoinham, for apples; W. W. Johnson, 
of Brewer, for cheese; Thomas J. Guppy of Corinth, 
for cheese; Miss Kilburn, and Miss Saunders, of Ox- 
ford County, for cheese; Mrs. Sarah 8. Preble, of 
Bowdoinham, for cheese, and P. M. Jeffords of Fox- 
croft, for three specimens of cheese. [The members 
of the Board also presented specimens of apples and 
cheese, to illustrate the discussions on Fruit Culture 
and Dairy Husbandry.—Reporrter. } 

Mr. Fisu suggested that the members, at the next 
session bring specimens of seeds and grains for ex- 
change. 

After the few words of parting frem the members 
whose terms expire with this session; and the passing 
of the complimentary votes of thanks to the President 
and Secretary—which were briefly and happily re- 
sponded to—and also to the reporters and messenger, 

On motion of Mr. Rogers, the Board adjourned 
without day. 








A Brave Spiritep Sotpier. The grumbling 


and discontent which prevails among those who | 


should be the most eager to encourage the hearts 
of our brave men in the field, meets with an ad- 
mirable rebuke in the following extract from a 
letter which we copy from the Lewiston Journal. 
The writer is Mr. George Fales of Turner, a 
member of one of the Maine regiments at Port 
Royal : ~ 

‘*I was surprised when I read your last letter. 
Had you taken a second thought you woald not 
have written to ask me, an able bodied soldier, to 
disgrace myself by applying for a discharge. 
Never! when my country needs her soldiers so 
much as she now does. As much asI love home, 
I would sooner meet death on the battlefield than 
incur such diegrace. 

Do not worry about me. Think asIdo. A 
man born to be hung will never be drowned. If 
I was born to die in the army, I am willing to 
meet | fate, and no power on earth can save 
me. If not, theday is not far distant when I 
shall returnto my home. If my brother (in the 
army) is homesick, do not write discouraging let- 
ters. Sooner write him that you are proud you 
have got two sons in the army who are willing to 
endure all hardships for their country’s sake. 
Tell him every time he sees a rebel fall, he con- 
tributes so much to remove tyranny from the gen- 
eration that is to follow.’’ 





Town Ap To VoLunterrs. Returns have been 
eg a. 355 nowae Fon ia spy oe 
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Mr. S. N. Taser will visit subscribers in Oxford 


Mr. Jas. Sturgis will visit subscribers in Kennebec 


Mr. Warren Fuuuer of Hartland, will call upon 
Somerset County. 


subscribers in 
2 a_i 





Coloring and Hardening Wood in the 
Tree. 

Some fifteen or twenty years ago we published 
in the Farmer an abstract of Mons. Boucherie’s 
method of hardening and coloring wood, and also 
of rendering it more durable. Mons. B., who is, 
or was a Frenchman, conceiving that if he could 
impregnate the pores of the tree before it was 
cut up, by means of the action of its own organ- 
ization, while yet these organs were entire in the 


lose,” as some call it—destroy, by a chemical 
change in it, its susceptibility to decomposition, 
and thereby render it more lasting than wood 
which had not undergone such process. 

A letter from a correspondent and subscriber, 
received last week, states that at the time these 
abstracts were published in our paper, his father 
made a trial of one of these processes, with pretty 
good success. He (the correspondent) was desirous 
of pursuing this subject further, but could not find 
the paper or volume containing the information, 
and ‘*would esteem it as a special favor if we 
would republish them.’’ At the time that we 
published Boucherie’s experiments, they were new 
and created considerable interest. Since then 
some of his processes have become somewhat fa- 
miliar in many places, where structures are ex- 
posed to warmth, moisture and other decompos- 
ing influences in order to render the timber more 
durable. Whether his other methods of coloring 
or staining timber, has been much or any prac- 
ticed, we do not know ; but, out of regard to our 
friend; we will here give a few of his directions 
for doing it and he can then ‘‘govern himself ac- 
cordingly.”’ 

The peculiarity of Boucherie’s method consists 
in making the tree do the absorbing or pumping 
in of the fluid materials. Hence it must be done 
‘¢in the green tree’’ and not ‘‘in the dry.’’ We 
all know that the fluid sap is drawn up from the 
roots to the leaves by or through the tubular or- 
ganization of the tree within. If, therefore, a 
tree should be cut down, especially in that time 
of year when this peculiar action is in operation, 
and its but placed in a fluid, that fluid will rise 
and circulate through the organization until the 
vitality of those organs ceases. In some instan- 
ces he proved that it was not even necessary to 
cut down the tree, but to score into it at its base, 
so as to form a cup or cavity, into which the pe- 
culiar liquid which you wish to use, is placed, 
and which is then drawn up and circulated 
through the wood. 

One material used fur hardening and rendering 
wood more durable, was a solution of the pyro- 
lignite of iron. This is made by putting old 
scrap iron into the pyroligneous acid or vinegar 
of wood, which is made while distilling wood in 
iron retorts. A solution of chloride of lime has 
also been used for the same purpose. Common 
sea water was also used. It was stated that 
wood prepared or impregnated in this simple way 
and with these cheap materials ‘preserves its 
flexibility when exposed to the air many years. 
In thin strips, it may be bent and rebent the con- 
trary way in a spiral, without breaking ; neither 
will it crack or warp from the greatest extreme 
of dryness. Lastly it will not burn, or at least 
but with such difficulty as to be easily extin- 
guished. 

We do not know how far experiments in this 
or any other country have led our manufacturers 
in wood to avail themselves of the facts discovered 
by Mons. B. If they are what was claimed for 
them, it would really be an object to have wood 
and timber prepared in this way for the manu- 
facture of agricultural implements, such as carts, 
wagons, ploughs and such like tools, which, how- 
ever well taken care of, must necessarily be much 
exposed to different changes of weather. 

It was also stated that wood could be colored 
with various colors—in clouds, so various and so 
beautifully curious that the cabinet-maker would 
find it advantageous tu use more common wood, 
so prepared, instead of the more costly. For in- 
stance the pyrolignite gives a brown tint of the 
same color with those knotty parts where the 
liquid could not penetrate. . 

If the pyrolignite was followed by some liquid 
containing tannin, a blue-black or gray was ob- 
tained. Prussian blue color was obtained by fol- 
lowing pyrolignite of iron with prussiate of pot- 
ash. A yellow color, by introducing first acetate 
of lead and then chromate of potash. 

Thus any of the colors may be made which are 
produced by the action and reaction of chemical 
agenta, the body of the tree being not only the la- 
horatory in which these colors are manufactured, 
but the recipient to receive and hold them. 

Having thus obliged our friend, we hope he 
will next oblige us by trying some of the experi- 
fhents and reporting the results. 





ta It has been officially ascertained that the 
Portland Press has the largest circulation of any 
newspaper inthe State. The finding of the Court 
Martial in the case of Capt. Batchelder was or- 
dered to be published in a newspaper having the 
largest circulation, and the Press has been offi- 
cially selected for the purpose. This we presume 
is to be taken as conclusive of the fact, notwith- 
standing the prevailing popular impression that 
several other papers in the State might possibly 
have been entitled to compete for the distinction. 
Our enterprising cotemporary is to be congratu- 
lated upon the rapid and remarkable growth of 
his subscription list—running up within twenty- 
four hours from two to ten thousand. We trust 
the sudden eminence it has thus acquired will be 
as permanent as it is well-deserved. Perhaps the 
recent change in the editorial management of the 
Press may have had something to do with it. 





te The amatcur theatrical performances for the 
benefit of the Soldiers’ Aid Society, are becoming 
exceedingly popular. Weeks’ Hall was suffocat- 
ingly crowded on Monday evening to witness the 
play of the ‘Serious Family,” and the farce of 
‘The Two Buzzards.’’ The acting for the most 
part was creditable to the dramatic ability of the 
performers—although there were instances in 
which it was very evident that some of our young 
friends have mistaken their vocation. A little 
more discrimination in casting the characters, 





would add to the effectiveness and success of the 
pieces. The performances throughout, notwith- 
standing the uncgmfortable pressure of the crowd 
and the unventilated atmosphere of the hall, 
were highly enjoyed by the audience. We un- 
derstand that the two pieces are to be repeated 
on Wednesday evening of this week. The sub- 
stitution of a larger hall for the present incon- 
venient quarters of the club, we think would be 
appreciated by those who desire to patronize their 
performances. 











The War News of the Week. 

The intelligence of the successful attack upon 
and dispersion of our bluckading fleet at Charles- 
ton by the rebel gunboats, which came to us on 
Wednesday last, through Southern sources, had 
a most painful effect upon our community. The 
fact that a numerous and powerful squadron 
should have thus been surprised defeated and 
driven off by a couple of contemptible patched up 
ironclads and two or three small attending steam- 
boats, gave such shameful evidence of « lack of 
vigilance and capacity on the part ef our naval 
officers in command on that station, as to produce 
a profound feeling of despondency and mortifica- 
tion. Most happily, however, a subsequent 
knowledge of the circumstances from reliable 
sources, has puta different aspect upon the af- 
fair. By the arrival of the prize ship Princess 
Royal at New York, on Sunday last, we have the 
loyal version of the story. lt appears that the 
steamer Princess Royal, with a valuable cargo 
from England, in attempting to run the blockade 
into Charleston, got ashore and was captured by 
one of our vessels, the captain and pilot, howev- 
er, succeeding in making their escape ashore, and 
conveying intelligence to the rebels of the cap- 
ture of the steamer. With the design of retak- 
ing the prize before she could be got afloat, two 
steamer rams came down the harbor, attacking 
and disabling the gunboats Mercedita and Key- 
stone State. They then engaged the federal gun- 
boat Housatonic, but were worsted in the en- 
counter and driven back to the cover of the bat- 
teries in the harbor. The Mercedita and Key- 
stone State, although badly crippled by the col- 
lision and fire of the rams were able to reach 
Port Royal. The former lost three men killed, 
and the latter twenty-one shot and scalded to 
death, and fifteen wounded. While the fight 
was going on, the Princess Royal was got afluat, 
and with her prize crew safely reached Port 
Royal, whence she was sent to New York. There 
was no truth in the rebel statements that the 
blockade had been broken or been abandoned for 
a moment by the federal fleet. 

We have the news of a second Union victory 
at Fort Donelson. On Wednesday last, the Fort 
was attacked by a force of several thousand of the 
enemy and a desperate and protracted battle en- 
sued, resulting in their entire defeat. The rebel 
loss was one hundred and forty-five killed, and 
about one hundred prisoners. The number of 
the wounded is not known. Our loss was tri- 
fling. 

The Army of the Potomac is still quiescent. 
The roads, after the late storm, are in a sad con- 
dition, rendering all movements impossible. It 
is said that the rebel forces at Fredericksburg 
have been reduced to 15,000, that number being 
regarded as sufficient to hold the position. The 
remainder of the army has been despatched to the 
Blackwater and to Vicksburg. 

The progress of cutting the canal near Vicks- 
burg goes on rapidly. The largest foree which 
can be employed on it are at work night and day 
and will continue so until its completion to that 
point opposite which a formidable rebel battery 
is said to be now constructed. It has been de- 
cided by the engineers that this canal must be 
cut by artificial means to its full width, as no 
reliance can be placed upon the action of the wa- 
ter in washing out the banks. 

A special despatch from Cairo states that the 
Union ram Queen of the West ran the blockade 
gallantly at Vicksburg on Monday morning last 
about daylight. A hundred heavy siege guns 
from the shore, and a rebel steamer in the river, 
opened fire on the Queen of the West, and kept 
up the storm of shot and shell for three-quarters 
of an hour. The rebel steamer was crippled by 
the fire of the Union vessel, which ran the gaunt- 
let in safety. 

Despatches from Morehead City, North Caroli- 

na, say that the great Southern expedition is now 
ready, and that the waters between there and 
Beaufort are black with vessels of all kinds, which 
are only awaiting the abatement of the severe 
gale which has been prevailing fur the past five 
days to take their departure for their destination. 
The army is in a splendid condition and in the 
very best of spirits. They are eager for the com- 
ing fray, with all its flattering prospects of suc- 
cess. The enemy are terribly flustered and are 
trembling with fear, for they know the storm is 
coming. 
«A portion of Gen. Magruder’s rebel fleet, off 
Galveston, is reported to have recaptured Sabine 
Pass and the United States ship Morning Light, 
on the 2lst ult. We publish the official account 
of the affair by Maj. Watkins, commanding. 

The report relative to the capture of the pri- 
vateer Florida was not confirmed by the lateet 
intelligence from Havana. 





Tom Tuvms’s Weppinc. The celebrated Gen. 
Tom Thumb (alias Chas. S. Stratton) is to be 
married to a liliputian wife on the 10th of the 
present month in Trinity Church, New York, Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Potter officiating. Cards of invita- 
tion have been issued for the occasion, sufficient 
to fill the church, and the guests are required to 
appear in full dress. The approaching event is 
one of the exciting topics among the fashionables 
of New York. Miss Lavinia Warren, the bride 
elect, is two inches shorter than the General, and 
the combined weight of the couple is 624 Ibs. 
She is said to be a charming ‘little lady,’’ and 
the General is very much in love with her. Her 
bridal fixings have been got up in magnificent 
style, and are on exhibition in the shop window 
of a Broadway firm, and attract so much atten- 
tion that the sidewalk is obstr&cted by crowds of 
the curious. The General has made her presents 
worth $5000. He has determined that his wife 
shall not be ‘‘exhibited”’ after marriage. Fora 
wedding tour they will visit Europe, and on their 
return will take up their residence at the Gener- 
al's villa in Bridgeport, Ct., where, in elegant 
retirement afd leisure, it is hoped the happy pair 
will enjoy the unalloyed bliss of wedded, life and 
rear a family of sons and daughters to emulate 
the virtues of their parents and to comfort them 
in their declining years. 





Parmevee’s Root anp Hay Cutter. We would 
call the attention of our readers to Mr. Mason’‘s 
advertisement of this machine, in another column. 
We made a little mention of this cutter in our 
last. We have examined and tried the machine, 
and it worked well, and, considering its cost and 
the facility of being changed to a hay and stalk 
cutter, isa desirable machine. There are two 
things—yes three—which we farmers must attend 
more to next spring, than heretofore, vig: pre- 
pare for a large crop of roots ; prepare fora large 
crop of fodder corn, to dry and use in the winter, 
and obtain a good machine to work them into 
suitable furm for cattle. It will pay a good in- 
come for the investment. 





& A correspondent writes us that on Thurs- 
day the 8th ult., Mr. Merritt C. Fox, of Koxbu- 
ry, Me., aged twenty-four, committed suicide by 
hanging. He arose in the morning as usual, 
and passed through the room where his parents 
were sleeping without waking them, and pinned 
up the following note: ‘‘My parents, I am tired 
of life. You have always been very good to me, 
80 do not mourn my loss. The course is mostly 
the regret of my past life, fur 1 have been a dis- 
obedient boy and have of late got a bad reputa- 
tion.”’ He then went to the barn and committed 
the act. He bore an excellent reputation, and 
had nota known enemy. Temporary insanity 
was doubtless the cause of the act. 


Ge Thomas J. True, Jr.,son of Rev. T. J. 
True, of West Waterville, and a member of the 
23d Maine Regiment, was drowned in Virginia 
on the night of Jan. 20th last, by falling into a 





Meeting of the City Council. 
In Crry Councin, 
Augusta, Feb. 2, 1862. 


Present the Mayor and a quorum in both 
branches. 

Record of the previous mecting was read and 
approved. . 

Petition of Stephen Deering to discontinue a 
portion of Front Street, in the rear of his lot on 
the corner of Bridge and Front Streets, was refer- 
red toa Jvint Select Committee, consisting of 
Aldermen M. E. Hamlen and Wall, and Council- 
men Brown, Lynn and Percival. 

Reports of the Committee on Highways accept- 
ed concurrently—on the petition of Francis Ly- 
ford and others for sidewalk on Crescent Street, 
that the petitioners have leave to withdraw ; of 
John E. Ward and others for sidewalk on School 
Street, that the petition be referred to the next 
City Council; of D. Williams and others, for re- 
pairs to street near the factory, that the petition 
be referred to the next City Council. 

Petition of Elisha Barrows, Jr. for the city to 
purchase the Bolton Hill burying ground, was 
referred to Committee on Burying Grounds, who 
subsequently reported in favor of the petitioners, 
provided the title can be obtained for ten dollars, 
with an accompanying order, which was passed. 
Report of the Committee on Highways on the 
claim of A. J. Reynolds, for damages to his pre- 
mises, was laid on the table. 

Communication of A. B. Williams, claiming 
rent for land occupied by the Engjne-house on 
Bridge Street, was referred to Committee on City 
Buildings. 

Report of the Committee on New Streets, on 
the petition of A. Lambard and others for con- 
tinuation of Willow Street to the Dam, was ac- 
cepted, and petition referred to next City Council. 
Roll of accounts, amounting to $466.47, was 


Petition of John Shaw for damages to horse 
and carriage near railroad bridge, was referred 
to Committee on Highways. 

Report of City Marshal, amounting to $101.63, 
was allowed. 

Adjourned to Monday, Feb. 16th. 





Tue Parer Manuracturers. An effort is now 
making in Congress for the reduction of the duty 
on the importation of paper from Europe. It is 
believed that the measure will realize a largely 
increased revenue to the government and at the 
same time reduce the price of paper to consumers 
in this country. The paper-makers are interest- 
ed in defeating the reduction of the duty on the 
imported article. They have presented a memo- 
rial to Congress on the subject. It contains some 
interesting statements in relation to paper manu- 
facture and the supply of the market. Sixty-five 
per cent. of paper stock is derived from domestic 
rags of cotton fabric, and twelve per cent. from 
cotton waste, rope and bagging used in bailing 
cotton. The cotton waste, &ec., is almost wholly 
cut off by non-intercourse with the Cotton States. 
The price of cotton goods, which has advanced 
two hundred per cent., has largely diminished 
their consumption, and consequently the supply 
of domestic rags is proportionately reduced. This 
has increased the price of the material from two 
to three hundred per cent., and it is claimed by 
the manufacturers that the high price of paper is 
in no degree attributable to a combination among 
themselves, but that it is to be accounted for by 
the high price of stock, the alarm of consumers 
who made purchases in anticipation of future 
wants, the increase of prices produced by the in- 
flation of the currency and the mania for specu- 
lation which spares no interest or pursuit. The 
memorial claims that such a combination as the 
manufacturers have been charged with making is 
altogether impracticable, and that if the price at 
which paper is now held is greater than the prices 
of stuck, labor, &c. justify, it will soon adjust it- 
self to the proper standard. There are now in 
the loyal States six hundred paper mills, with a 
capital of thirty millions, furnishing the means 
of a livelihood to fifty thousand people. The 
supply of material, the memorialists say, will soon 
be largely increased by the manufacture of paper 
from straw, flax and other fibrous substances, and 
the increased importation of foreign rags. We 
trust it may, fur the days of cheap reading for 
the people must be accounted dmong the blessings 
that were and are not, if the present price of 
paper is to be maintained. 





tz Lieut. Frank Stanwood, son of Jacob Stan- 
wood, Esq., of Boston, formerly of this city, has 
been promoted to a captaincy in the 3d regiment 
U.S. Cavalry, now attached to Gen. Grant's 
Command in the movement upon Vicksburg. 
Lieut. Thompson, formerly of Bath, has also re- 
ceived promotion. He is with Rosecrans, and 
siys the Times, was one of the agents used in 
deceiving Bragg in the late battles, by orders, 
into the belief that a whole Division had rein- 
forced our army, when actually not a man had 
been added to our army. 





tr There were several alarms of fire in this 
city last week. On Monday evening a portion of 
the wood work around one of the chimneys in the 
house of Joseph Burton, Esq., on Chestnut Street, 
caught fire. With the assistance of the neigh- 
bors, it was extinguished with little damage. 

On Thursday morning the house of Mrs. Dr. 
Ellis, on State Street, took fire in a similar man- 
ner. The engines were soon on the spot, but the 
services of the firemen were not needed, the fire 
being extinguished by the timely exertions of the 
neighbors. 





Tue Sartors’ Home. An ‘Old Sailor,’’ writ- 
ing us from Portland, calls attention to the bene- 
fits and advantages affurded seamen by this insti- 
tution, and also calls fur aid to assist in its sup- 
port. The advantages held out by the ‘*Home’”’ 
are doubtless beneficial to those who avail them- 
selves of them, as it acts as a guard against tem p- 
tation, and throws around them the wholesome 
restraints of the home feeling; being but few 
so much sunk in vicious habits as not to yield to 
their influence. We believe the institution should 
be maintained and well supported by the contri- 
butions of the benevolent, to whom this appeal 
in its behalf is made. 





ta Assistant Surgeon W. S. Noyes of the 5th 
Maine, sends us the hospital report of the regi- 
ment for the month ending Jan. 31, as follows: 
Mean strength—officers 34; enlisted men 523— 
total 557. Remaining sick at last report 40; 
taking sick during the month 39—total79. Sent 
to General Hospital 14; returned to duty 37— 
total 51. Remaining sick 28. Two cases of 
small pox are reported; but proper precautions 
are taken to prevent its spread among the rest of 
the command. 





EGov. Coburn has deputed Ex-Governor 
Washburn to proceed to Washington to co-oper- 
ate with our Congressional delegation in such 
measures as they may deem necessary for the es- 
tablishment by the General Government of a 
military railroad from Bangor to the northeast- 
ern frontier of the State. We understand that 
Mr. Washburn has accepted the appointment and 
is now engaged in prosecuting the work entrust- 
ed to him. 





Tue Aroostook Rarroap. The Lewiston 
Journal states that letters from Washington to a 
gentleman in this city, represent a very favorable 
feeling on the part of the Government and in 
Congress, in reference to a grant to aid the con- 
struction of a suitable road to Bangor. 


§" The Levee of the Universalist Society held 
at Meonian Hall, on Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings last, was in all respects, @ brilliant and 
successful affair. The gross receipts for the two 





Editor’s Table. 

Tuovauts iv My GarpEN ; by Mary G. Ware, au- 
thor of ‘*Elements of Character,’’ &c., Boston : 
Crosby & Nichols, 1863. pp. 216. 

This work consists of a series of short essays 
upon the common objects in Nature, with their 
inner and divine significance protrayed in con- 
nection therewith. The subjects are attractive, 
the thoughts beautiful, sprightly and original ; 
and although the reader may not subscribe to all 
the sentiments of the author, he can find nothing 
but what is elevated in tone, and pure and relig- 
ious in feeling. The author is well known, 
and the book will, we trust, find a wider circle of 
readers than is comprised among the followers of 
the ‘‘New Church’’ doctrines. 

Taeory aND Art or Penmansuip: a manual for 
Teachers. Boston: Crosby & Nichols, 1863. 
This is a very useful hand-book, not only for 

teachers of penmanship themselves, but for all 
who wish to improve their hand writing. The 
directions in regard tv the position of the hand 
and body while at the desk, the suggestions to 
teachers, analyses of letters and the combinations 
of them into words, and much other useful mat- 
ter will render this work a most valuable aid to 
teachers and others. The system of penmanship 
illustrated and employed, is that of Payson, Dun- 
ton and Scribner. 

I witt BEA Sotprer: A Book for Boys ; by Mrs. 
L. C. Tathill. Boston: Crosby & Nichols. 
Mrs. Tuthill ranks among the most entertain- 

ing of story tellers for the little folks, and her 

previous books for boys and girls, have already 
made her name so familiar, they will want no in- 
troduction from us to the new volume prepared 
for them. The story is of two boys who would be 
soldiers, and after many incidents and interesting 
adventures, they both graduate at West Point. 

It is pleasant, instructive, and conveys a good 

moral. 

Manuva or Gymnastic Exerctses for Schools and 


Families. By Samuet W. Mason, master of the 
Elliot School. Boston: Crosby & Nichols., 


An elementary work of 47 pages, founded on 
the practice of the **New Gymnastics’’ of Dr. 
Lewis, which is becoming so popular and is being 
introduced into 80 many of our schools. 

The above works are for sale in this city by 
Edward Fenno. 


Gopey’s Lapy's Boox for February, comes as 
near perfection as the best artistic talent and lit- 
erary taste of the country can prodice. It is 
much to say that this magazine las attained a 
character superior to any other publication of its 
kind in the world, but still more that it has been 
able to maintain that superiority against all com- 
petitors. The public know this, and extend to 
the pablishers an unstinted support notwithstand- 
ing the hard times. L. A. Godey publisher, 
Philadelphia. Terms $3 per annum. 

Tuc War ror tHe Union. Part 13 of this 
valuable illustrated serial publication has been 
received. It contains a spirited engraving of the 
battle of Ball's Bluff, and the rescue of the body 
of Gen. Biker, who was killed in that disastrous 
affair. The narrative of the rebellion is brought 
down to the battle of Bull Run in July, 1861, 
giving full accounts of the preliminary engage- 
ment at Blackburn’s Ford on the 18th, and of 
the grand battle of the 2lst. Published by Vir- 
tue & Co., New York. A. Woodward, 161 Mid- 
dle Street, Portland, Agent for Maine. 


Srupent anp Scuootmate. We have receiv- 
ed the numbers for January and February of this 
exccllent magazine for the juveniles. The work 
is under the editorial supervision of Wm. T. 
Adams, (Oliver Optic) one of the most success- 
ful writers for the young in New England. His 
stories are among the standard juvenile literature 
of the day, and are by no means uninteresting to 
‘*children of larger growth.’’ The January num- 
ber commences a fine story from his pen, entitled 
**Live and Learn.’’ The work is deserving a lib- 
eral patronage. Published in Boston by Galen 
James & Co., at $1 per year. 

Tus Eciectic Macazine for February, contains 
valuable and interesting articles from the Edin- 
burg, British Quarterly, North British and West- 


don Eclectic, Bentley's Miscellany and other 
English magazines. The portraits of five de- 
ceased Secretaries of the American Board of Com- 


J. Evarts, Dr. Worcester, Dr. Cornelius and Dr. 
Armstrong—are presented upon a single plate. 
Published by W. H. Bidwell, 5 Beekman street, 
New York. ‘Rerms, $5 per annum. 

Harper's Macazine for February is received. 
The illustrated articles of the number consist of— 
A Californian in Iveland, continued; Doctor 
Hawley, a tale, Part I.; Romola, continued : by 
the author of Adam Bede; The Small House at 
Aliington; The Dead Drummer Boy. For sale 
by A. Williams & Co., 100 Washington street, 
Boston, and Chas. A. Pierce, Water street, Au- 
gusta. 

§ Peterson's Counterfeit Detector—indispen- 
sable to the business man—has been received for 
February. Price $1 perannum. Address T. B. 


Peterson & Brothers, 306 Chesnut street, Phila- 
del phia. 





Deatus or Marne Sotpiers. Among the re- 
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Lecistative. The principal interest of the 
session thus far, has centered in the discussions 
growing out of the investigation into the affairs 
of the State Land Agency. A committee was ap- 
pointed some weeks since to ascertain and report 
upon the practicability of reducing the expenses 
of the Land Office, which it was alleged were 
greater than the public service warranted. A 
majority of the committee reported legislation 
inexpedient. A minority report was also sub- 
mitted, pointing out the means of reform and re- 
trenchment, which, after a warm and protracted 
debate, has resulted in the passage of a bill re- 
ducing the salary of the Land Agent to $1,500 
per year, in full forall his services, and providing 
that no commissions shall be allowed him tor his 
disbursements or collections, and no sum shall be 
allowed him for assistants in the office at Augus- 
ta or Bangor, or for traveling expenses from his 
home to the land offices, or from one land office to 
the other,unless on special official business, nor for 
transportation of records of office, unless money 
shall be paid out specifically therefor. Action 
upon the bil? has not yet been taken in the Senate. 

The expenses of the Government for the cur- 
rent fiscal year, are estimated at’ $635,450. The 
items of expenditure are as follows: Public debt, 
$53,000; balance due on school funds, $88,872.. 
66; salaries of public officers, $33,000; insane 
State paupers, $15,000 ; Reform School, $14,000; 
bounty taxes, $5,234.81; Penobscot Indians, 
$4,631; Passamaquoddy Indians, $1,350; mili- 
tary pensions, $2,000; Board of Agriculture, 
$5,200 ; and for war purposes, $40,000. 

The Committee on Finance have reported a bill 
authorizing the expenditure of $40,000, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, under the di- 
rection of the Governor and Council, for the pay- 
ment of outstanding war claims, relief to our 
sick and wounded soldiers in hospitals, transpor- 
tation of hopital stores and all other necessary 
expenses for the volunteer force raised in this 
State. . 

The Committee on Frontier and Coast Defenses 
have under consideration a bill for the establish- 
ment of a military carriage road from Milford to 
Princeton, forming a junction with the road run- 
ning from Bangor to the former place, and from 
the latter place to Calais. Application is made 
by the petitioners for four townships of land to 
aid in the construction of the road. 

In the House, on Thursday last, Mr. Deshon of 
Canton, introduced a resolve urging upon Con- 
gress the removal of the duty upon the importa- 
tion of printing paper. The resolve was unani- 
mously passed on Saturday, under a suspension of 
the rules. 





INSUBORDINATION IN THE Army. The frequent 
instances of insubordination in the army among 
the officers, some of them even of high rank, 
growing out of party and personal feeling, is a 
matter which deserves not only the reprobation 
of loyal men everywhere, but should receive the 
severest military punishment. The decision in 
| the case of Fitz John Porter will have a whole- 

some effect upon the army. In reference to this 
| matter, the Newburyport Herald makes the fol- 
_ lowing sensible and pertinent remarks : 
| ‘But the saddest of all is the exhibition of in- 
| subordination among the army officers. The 
| have no excuse fer defection. They were at 
ed to the field to sustain and not defeat the 
plans of the commanding Generals. When 
they cannot do that, let them resign, and if 
| they have not the manhood for that, and per- 
| Sist in suwing the seeds of discontent, let them 
be cashiered ; and if they carry their insubordin- 
|ation so far as to endanger the success of the 
| army in the field, they should be shot. ‘here is 
| no time to parley about this matter. Let us give 
| up the war or fight it vigorously; and let the 
rules of war be applied to officers as well as men. 
| We speak now without regard to parties or sec- 
tions. No party feelings and no personal prefer- 
ences should come into the consideration when 


| the nation is engaged in a war that places its ex, 
istence at stake.*’ 








Necrogs as Soiprers. Col. T. W. Higginson 
| of the Ist regiment (colored) South Carolina Vol- 
‘ unteers, writes an interesting letter to Governor 


| Andrew of Mass. in reference to the character of 


minster Reviews, Colburn’s New Monthly, Lon- | 


negroes as soldiers, as exemplified on his exper- 
ience as commander of the regiment. We make 
the following extracts : 

‘So decile and amenable to discipline are 


_ | these men ; 80 free from camp vices; 80 i- 
missioners for Foreign Missions—Dr. Wisner, | Pe oe 


iiarly apt for drill, because of their imitativeness 
and musical ear ; 80 conscious of their peculiar 
| position, that they must fight or be slaves; so 
happy when quiet and of such a fiery energy 
when roused, that 1am more deeply impressed 
every day with their wonderful availability as 
soldiers. 

It will bea grave error if it is expected to 
use these troops for garrison duty only. As I 
have said, they make good sentinels, but their 
place is with the advance. In their simple, 
| affectionate fidelity and in the fiery energy 
that lies behind it, I see for the first time what 
the Chasseurs d’ Afrique must be ; and I predict 
that they will show in action (as indeed they have 
already shown) a dash anda fire in which our 
army has been confessedly too deficient. And, 
from their thorough knowledge of the country, 
its ways and resources, its wood, witer, fuel, 
game, and of the habits of the enemy also, they 
| will be the natural leaders in every bold expedi- 
tion. To use them for garrison duty only would 
be,like reserving cavalry to defend a fortress, or 
making a reconnoissance with heavy artillery.’ 











Tus Necro Aruinc Law. The bill authorizing 








canal. He was about 19 years of age. 


evenings were more than $400. 


cent deaths of New England soldiers at the Wash- the President to organize negro regiments for 
ington hospitals are those of J. W. Smith, Co. NH, service against the rebellion, which passed the 
Ist Maine Artillery; Holney Bisbee, Co. K, 23d House of Representatives on the 2d inst., pro- 
Maine; Uriah Huntington, Co. A, 19th Maine ; vides that the President may arm such number as 
C. E. Sprague, Co. K, 19th Maine; Geo. Wall,| he may deem necessary for a term not exceeding 
Co. D, Ist Maine Cavalry; Geo. E. Atkins, Co. | five years, their rations, clothing and equipments 
D, 20th Maine; Chas. F. Beale, Co. F, Maine} to be the same as for other soldiers, and pay not 
Cavalry ; Jno. Swett, Co. A, 16th; A.H. Mitch-| to exceed present rates, to be officered by white 
ell, Co. H, 23d; J. F. Shaw, Co. I, 10th; S. C.| or black persons, and governed by the Articles of 
Smith, Co. G, 16th; Lewis Caspino, Co. D, 2d. | War and such special rules as the President may 


Mr. J. H. Handly of Wilton, Co. E, 26th | direct. But no black officer can exercise author- 
Maine, died in the hospital at New Orleans, Jan. | jty over white officers or men ; nor shall privates 
19th. 





or laburers of color receive more than $10 per 
/month. There is an important proviso, relied 
‘ . ; = . 

A Wiyturop Man Kivrep sy Gueritias. In upon by the opponents of the bill to kill ite ef- 


formation has been received that Samuel R. King, | re 
son of Benjamin King, of Winthrop, who, (fect, which is that no slaves of loyal owners shall 


with | han 
his family was residing in Osage, Missouri, at | epinan cnpiaged, Mea any enmaling are 
: . . : | be opened in Delaware, Maryland, West Virgin- 
the time of the breaking out of the rebellion, was} . . . ee 
= 7 : jia, Kentucky, Tennessee, or Missouri, without 
fuund in the woods, not far from his residence, | Ss 
; | the consent of the Governors of those States. 
one day last month murdered. The guerillas had is 
been doing much mischief in that neighborhood, | tg At the annual meeting of the Kennebec 
but had been closely hunted and some of them| County Agricultural Society, held on the 26th 
shot bya combination of Union men of whom ult., the following officers were elected: Hon. 
Mr. K. was one, and they had sworn vengeance Emery 0. Bean, Readfield, President; S. N. 
on every Union man they should meet. Mr.| Watson, Fayette, John Berry, Vienna, and A. 
King’s age was 32. He leaves a wife a family. | Daggett, Jr., Manchester, Vice Presidents ; Da- 
vid Cargill, E. Winthrop, Corresponding and Re- 
cording Secretary; Gilman Hawes, Readfield, 
Agent ; F. Fuller, E. Winthrop, G. C. Crawford, 
Readfield, and S. N. Watson, Fayette, Trustees. 











The following articles were sent on Tues- 
day, February 3d, to our sick soldiers, through 
the Sanitary Commission*in Boston, by the 
Ladies’ Aid Society of this city : 

12 bed quilts, 12 cotton’ shirts, 4 flannel shirts, 
18 pairs drawers, 12 new towels, 12 old towels, 
4 dressing gowns, 12 pillow cases, 30 pocket 
handkerchiefs, hospital bag containing needles, 
pins, thread, &c., 2 second coats, 2 vests, | pair 
— 1 under shirt, 1 package flannel, 5 

ttles wine, 2 jars jelly, corn starch, farina, 
boxes dried apples, 2 duzen spoons, books. 

pin dha Bsr se a eR 








A Larose Sreer. A correspondent informs us 
that the brothers Welch, of New Sharon, have a 
four-year-old steer which girths nine feet and 
three inches ; and whose live weight is estiffated 
‘at four thousand pounds. Allowing one-third 
for shrinkage, this would place his weight when 
slaughtered, at 2667 pounds. He has recently 
been sold for the sum of $200. 


Bic Trovr. We are indebted to our friend 
and neighbor, Jos. Chandler of the ««Western 
Reserve,’’ for some superb lake trout, all the way 
from Moosehead. Thank you, Joseph, and wher 
you make another excursion may you find the 
fisheries as productive as ever and your generosi- 
ty as expansive as before. 


EX” Col. Wildes, late of the Maine 16th, bas 
recovered from his attack of varioloid. 

ER" The First Maine Artillery, (formerly 18th 
Infantry,) has been paid off to Nov. Ist. 

Eg Look out for counterfeit fives on the Auburn 
Bank, Maine. 


ex Capt. Ripley, the courteous and faithful 
Messenger of the Governor and Council for the 
past two or three years, has been re-elected to the 
same position under the present Executive Gov- 
ernment, by a unanimous vote. 











gz” Diptheria, says the Gardiner Journal, is 
prevailing in China and Vassalboro’. One fami- 
ly in Vassalboro’ has already lost four of its 
members, and two more are not expected to sur- 
vive. 








gar We see it stated that Messrs. Gilman and 
Hall have discontinued their editorial connection 
with the Portland Press. Mr. Richardson, for- 
merly, we understand, of the State of Maine, has 
been installed as editor-in-chief of the paper. 
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